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COVID-19 vaccination program in HK 

•  Commenced on Feb 26, 2021  

•  Government-run and free of charge to the public 

•  2 vaccines at present 
–  Comirnaty (BionTech/Fosun)   
–  Coronavac (Sinovac) 

•  Delivered via  
–  Community Vaccination Centres  
–  Private clinics and hospitals  
–  General outpatient clinics  
–  Elderly homes 



What does the future hold? 
•  What coverage rate may we attain? Shall we get herd 

immunity?  

•  Will we need future booster or re-vaccination? 

•  Will we get some other kinds of COVID-19 vaccines? 

•  How may we increase vaccination uptake?  

•  Will vaccination bring back normal living in our 
society? 



https://www.covidvaccine.gov.hk/en/dashboard (Apr 11, 2021) 







https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations (Apr 11, 2021) 



https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations (Apr 11, 2021) 



https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-20-646sp 



Herd immunity in COVID-19: caveats 

• Duration of protection 

•  Emergence of virus mutants / variants 

•  Transmissibility of virus in people who are 
vaccinated (asymptomatic transmission) 

• Use in children 



https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/Risk-of-transmission-and-reinfection-of-SARS-CoV-2-following-vaccination.pdf 



https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-biontech-announce-positive-topline-results-pivotal 
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Booster or re-vaccination? 

• Duration of protection 

•  Emergence of virus mutants / variants 



https://www.who.int/news-room/q-a-detail/coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)-vaccines?adgroupsurvey=%7Badgroupsurvey% 
7D&gclid=CjwKCAjwvMqDBhB8EiwA2iSmPP2VAW3ACn2hIH48JkjI5Mt_v8ptbLx0MbR3wJijF720eqba1rLM9hoCpY8QAvD_BwE 

(Apr 11, 2021) 



https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-and-biontech-confirm-high-efficacy-and-no-serious 



https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMc2103916?query=featured_home 



https://www.visualcapitalist.com/the-3-major-covid-19-variants/ 







https://www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/consensus_interim_recommendations_on_the_use_of_covid_19_vaccines_mar_18_21.pdf 
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https://www.who.int/news/item/07-04-2021-interim-statement-of-the-covid-19-subcommittee-of-the-who-global-advisory-committee-on-vaccine-safety 



https://extranet.who.int/pqweb/sites/default/files/documents/Status_COVID_VAX_07April2021.pdf 
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Major factors influencing uptake 

•  Perception of vaccine adverse effects 

•  Vaccine precautions (especially Coronavac) 

•  Program performance and publicity 
effectiveness 

•  Incentives 



https://www.covidvaccine.gov.hk/en/dashboard/safety/aefi (Apr 11, 2021) 



https://www.drugoffice.gov.hk/eps/do/en/doc/Safety_Monitoring_of_COVID-19_Vaccines_in_Hong_Kong.pdf 











Baseline AEFI data 

•  Death 
– 15 reports (Feb 26 – Apr 4, 2021), aged 55-80y, all 

from cardiovascular diseases 
– Baseline comparison: average 691 deaths aged > 55y 

from heart diseases during Feb 26 – Apr 4, 2017, 
2018, 2019) 

•  Bell’s palsy 
– 15 reports (Feb 26 to Apr 4, 2021) 
– Baseline comparison: average 159 cases aged > 16y 

seen by HA (Feb 26 to Apr 4, 2018, 2019 and 2020) 









https://www.covidvaccine.gov.hk/pdf/Guidance_Notes.pdf 
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•  Iceland 
•  Croatia 
•  Ecuador 
•  Guatemala 
•  Montenegro 
•  Seychelles 
•  Belize  
•  Georgia 

https://www.cntraveler.com/story/these-countries-are-open-to-fully-vaccinated-travelers 





https://hk.asiatatler.com/life/iata-health-digital-passport 



https://www.who.int/news-room/articles-detail/interim-position-paper-considerations-regarding-proof-of-covid-19-vaccination-for-international-travellers 



https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html 



https://www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/consensus_interim_recommendations_on_the_use_of_covid_19_vaccines_mar_18_21.pdf 



https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/apr/06/israel-and-chile-both-led-on-covid-jabs-so-why-is-one-back-in-lockdown 




